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that conviction about his mistress which he shared with the rest of the
world .

Such was the situation in Argos, when ‘about the setting of the
Plelads’, by our calendar in the month of November, Troy was at last
taken®. The occurrence of the event at this season was the be
:_'II‘mil‘l__ of the 41!”'“;.'i.'-1.'1.l3'|'?~- ':_jHHt]l ortune, The seas were closed.
lven in the historic times of ancient Hellas few voyages were under-
taken in the winter; and according to poetical tradition no one
expected after the ‘setting of the Pleiads’ to sail at all. Ordinan
communication being thus suspended, the party preparing for the
attack had the full advantage of their preparation. What precisely
were their arrangements for obtaining information respecting the army
does not A PPPECAT Im E::!k' jllél_‘n', nor was it at all NECessary (the SLOTY |'-a_'iflﬁ'
known) that 1t should. There would be no insuperable difficulty in
getting information for those with whom to be the first informed was a

matter of life and death. To bring any exhibition of the means within

the time covered by the action upon the stage would have been very
difficult, and useless. For the purpose of the play it suffices that
information was obtained : and this much is exhibited clearly enough.
We have already seen that Clytaemnestra, at the very moment of
receiving, as she pretends, the first news of the triumph, is acquainted
not only with the outrages since committed in Troy by the victorious
army, but with the disaster at sea which they have suffered in con-

sequence ®,
Once more, the reckless and cruel pride of Agamemnon had betrayed
| , him to his ruin. Not content with the stern vengeance which the justice
of Hellenic war would have sanctioned, he had utterly ravaged and
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literally destroyed the captive city, sparing not even the sacre

[t was probably not unnoticed by the narrator that by this brutality and

sacrilege the Greek army also destroyed the last possibility of remaining
where [ih'}' were till a more favourable season, and forced themselves to
tempt the nsks of the winter passage even while they forfeited the
protection of heaven. The neighbouring country they had alreads
caten up : -H“I}_ set sail at any rate, and fared as 1E||._'_'-.' had deserved.

One fearful might of storm scattered the armament to the winds: and

' See the prologue, i which the ! v, 253 [oll.,, 530 foll. ete. The
relevant |=-|i|'.l.~. in the character of the ittribution of these sentiments to heroic
watchman are given with extraordinary  antiquity is of course an anachronisn

skill and force.
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