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N tracing ti links | vhich the second part of the (restea 15
connected with the first, we are in one respect even less advantageously
tuated than with regard to the Aeschylean legends in general. It
would have been in the prologue to the Cheephor: that we should have
expected to ind such an account of intermediate events, if anv. as the
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dramatist thought to be necessary: and the prologue, all but some |
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ve told us hittle more than we now know. ]'.‘--'_L'[-‘. 10T the Iniorma- '
fion of the audience, there 1s no reason in nature why Urestes, visiting
his father's grave, should give a history of himself: and we may suppose
fher haras lsewhere Aeschvlu -asumed the audience to be already
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1, 45 15 Lne case, tne sparse aliusions 1L s and mne PICH I._'J..I't;_: |
play are lar from wvinge us the Aeschviean storv ot Orestes 1n a
compiléere cham ol events, and assume more than we can ‘~'i'.'.|"|'-.. 1T 15 |
il the main purposc Anda 1.'||]1[['||lil:l:_: genius ol |
the story. It 1s essentially a legend of the Apolline religion; and
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was the authority of Delphi which fixed the general shape of the version
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