INTRODUCTION.

by any human deliverer. Had there been any person th

him and entitled to his gratitude, some trace of 1t must
: :

in the course of a play which describes his return.
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murder by faithful fnends, who also play a leading part

- T+ q RS jE 1 : £ = Vim PRLCER T B e = T
L1011, In Aeschylus he 1s ‘cast awa beforehand bv the undesigned

CHOECL OI a Dase Inimngue. As L'lL.'ii.-!"rlli Il & romance o

character, the inventions of the two later dramatists would be as much
superior as they are more obvious'. But the story of Aeschylus is not

such ; 1t 1s a legend of Divine Providence; and for this purpose

\eéschylean method of rescue has an advantage equally
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vent, not even one effected by miraculous means, has so much of the
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We pass to a personage not perhaps more important in the story

N OLNINg n the ChAvepfior 1S MOore curious, o1

purpose with which the legend was framed, than the |
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Clytaemnestra, Pylades 1s inseparable from Orestes. He is present
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\gamemnon. But duning all this time not only 1s he |

speech or function, but scarcely any notice is taken of him. In
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arranging with Electra and the others the manner in which the enemy

are to be attacked. Orestes just remarks that ‘this man, Pylades’ will
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be with him~: and ace -.-:'=11I151}'* along with OUrestes and
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e mercy of her son. He shrinks; he cannot take
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Pylades, and Pylades alone, 1s there, and now his voice is heard?:
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, yet unperformed? What of the
And the faith of oaths, what of 4

Think that the enmity of all tl
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i Orestes obeys; Clytaemnestra is dragged to her death

disappears both from the scene and the story.
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! Pindar (Pyth. X1. 25) has a similar 2 2
ersion ; Orestes is saved at the time of ' 7. 8gq.
the murder by his nurse Arsinoe.
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