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Pindar alreadvy mentioned, which, ex ept that 1t rests on the comimmon

Pvthian foundation, disagrees with Aeschylus 1n almost every detall

siven. and moreover occurs in a poem not at all ikely to have been w ell

known or appreciated in Athens. But it would be gratuitous and un-
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reasonable to suppose that the subpject nad not DECI LHedlcd, and treated
n Athens itself, during the full century which separates the CUresiea ot

Aeschylus from that of Stesichorus. Of what was really important to

\eschylus at the moment, the conception of the story then generally

prevalent 1n his own Cclty, we nave no exiraneous miormation at all. ﬁn!".' ]
NS e 1 |IEINDETEU, that the signincance of Egal 1'.1;11' WTILINYS, d5

matier oI commentary --1"--"]‘ other wrifings, 1S not measura IL DY L[Nell
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Independent value or permanent place 1n 1iCraiule. AMONEg tne DOORKS
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W nich served snaKespeare, and even 1n his case are sometimes INAlspel
sabDle tO a 1ull comprenension ol nis text, Wcrc >cy L'].I.I. Wilchn, cXCEpl 1
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which all vestige has disappeared. How many of us, reading Mansjic/a

Park for the first time, have found ourselves equipped with a perfectly
adequate notion of Lowvers’ Vows? The conception of the Jewish King-
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dom given 1n the Old lestament 1s not only more true, but for almost
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every purpose lar more important, than that winicih pervaded Lnc W nig |
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and F'orv sermons of the seventeenth century. But without some notion
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a vivid recollection of Kings and Chronicles will embarrass the reader of
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Drvden more than it will assist him. | hat which, as students ot
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Aeschvlus, we should lige to possess, but do not, 1s a collection 01 the

writings relevant to his themes, which had vogue in Athens during the
times of Cleisthenes and Themistocles. Fortunately however his H
dramas, though they do not pretend to state all the data explicitly, d¢ |
in the main, if carefully considered, suggest them : so that we may hope

at least not to miss the principal hines. 1-
In the version attributed to Stesichorus, which was probably as

important as any in the development of details, there 1s one trait

specially noticeable. There, as in Aeschylus, Clytaemnestra had a

warning dream. She saw a snake with blood upon his head, which

turned into the figure of Agamemnon. We have here expressly that

identification of the snake with the dead, which, as will be shown 1n

the commentary, is of great, though secondary, significance In the
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