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Englifehe Gefetgebung diber Verlagéredht.

Bei ber Wichtigheit, welde bie Englifche ifrirl!'e[a.geb:mg uber bag Berlagsredht geqentwdrtiq fiir Deutfchland erlangt hat, halten mic
bie Mittheilung der darauf bejuglichen Acte in diefen Bldttern fite angemeffen und entiprechen dadurdh jugleich einem mebefeitig ausgefprodienen
Wunfdhe.  Die Ueberfesung vibhet von einem forvobl ber fdhiwierigen englifdhen Befesesiprache funbigen, ald mit dem Gegenftanbe felbft
vertrauten TManne her.
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ANNO QUINTO & SEXTO VICTORIAE REGINAE.
Cap, XLY.
An Act to amend the Law of Copyrighi.
[1st July 1842.]

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Law relating to Copyright, and to afford greater Encouragement
to the Production of literary Works of lasting Benefit to the World: Be it engcted by the Queen’s most Ex
cellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in
this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same. That from the passing ol this Act an Act
passed in the Eighth Year of the Reign of Her Majesty Queen Anne, intituled An Aet for the Encouragement
of “Learning, by vesting the Copies of printed Books wn the Authors or Purchasers of such Copies during
the Times therein mentioned ; and also an Act passed in the Forty-first Year of the Reign of His Majesty King
George the Third, intituled An Aet for the further ﬂ'm?m:myfr;r.-mm af J’.e!rrrm‘rrlr; in the United h'r'uy:iﬂm af
Greal Dritain and Ireland, by securing the Copies and Copyright of printed Books to the Authors of such
Books, or their Assigns, for the Time therein mentioned ; and also an Act passed in the Fifty-fourth Year
of the Reign of His Majesty King I".I'E’r.lrfl.li_’. the Third, intituled Agp Aect to amend the several Acts for the En-
couragement of Learning, f:y securing the Copres and f.-'uyﬂr;':jrﬁ.r ulr" printed Books to the Authors ﬁ'}r such
fooks, or thedar Assigns, be and the same are Ju-a-uhy repealed , except so far as the Continoance of either of
them may be necessary for carrying on or giving effect to any Proceedings at Law or in Equity pending at
the Time of passing this Act, or for enforeing any Cause of Action or Suit, or any Right or Contract, then

subsisling.

II. And be it enacted, That in the Construction of this Act the Word “Book™ shall be construed to
mean and include every Volume, Part or Division of g Volume, Pamphlet, Sheet of Letter press, Sheet of
Music, Map, Chart, or Plan separately published; that the Words ““Dramatic Piece™ shall he construed to mean
and include every Tragedy, Comedy, Play, Opera, Farce, or other scenic, musical, or dramatic Entertain
ment ; that the Word **Copyright™ shall be construed 1o mean the sole and exclusive Liberty of printing or
otherwise multiplying Copies of any Subject to which the gald Word is herein applied, that the Words ‘‘per-
sonal liepresentative™ shall be construed to mean and include every Executor, Administrator , and next of Kin
entitled to Admimstration; that the Word “Assigns”™ shall be construed to mean and include every Person in
whom the loterest of an Author in Copyright shall be vestgd ., whether derived from such Author before or
after the Publication of any Book. and whether acquired by Sale. Gift. Bequest , or by (peration of Law, or
otherwige; that the Words “British Dominions™ shall be construed to mean and include all Parts of the United
hingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. the Islands of Jersey and Guernsey, all Parts of the East and
West Indies. and all the Colonies. Settlements. and Possessions of the Crown which now are or hereafter
may be acquired; and that whenever in this Act, in deseribing any Person. Matter. or Thing . the Word im
porting the Singular Number or the Masculine Gender only is used, the same shall be understood to include and
to be applied to several Persons as well as one Person, and Females as well as Males. and several Matters or
Things as well as one Matter or Thing . respectively , unlesz there shall be something in the Suabject or Con
lext repugnant Lo such Construction.

Il. And be it enacted, That the Copyright in every Book which shall after the passing of this Act be
published in the Lifetime of its Author shall endure for the natural Life of such Author, and for the further
lerm ol Seven Years, commencing at the Time of his Death, and shall be the Property of such Author and
his Assigns: Provided always, that if the said Term of Seven Years shall expire before the End of Forty-two
Years from the first Publication of such Book . the Copyright shall in that Case endure for such Period of Forty-
two Years; and that the Copyricht in every Book which shall be published after the Death of ils Author
shall endore for the Term of Forty-two Years from the first Publication thereof. and shall be the Property of
the Proprietor of the Author’s Manuscript from which such Book shall be first published, and his Assigns.

IV. And whereas it is Just to extend the Benefits of this Act to Authors of Books published before
the passing thereof., and in which Copyright still subsists: be il enacted ., That the Copyright which at the Time
of passing this Act shall subsist in any Book theretofore published (except as herein after mentioned) shall be
extended and endure for the full Term provided by this Act in Cases of Books thereafter published, and shall
be the Property of the Person who at the Time of passing of this Act shall be the Proprietor of such Copy-



