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; It 1s difficult to determine, what conftitutes
| the difference between the purer forts of this

| clafs;

lybdena however; that has been reputed formerly as a fpecies
of plumbngo, later experiments have fhewn to be of a metal.
lic nature: and of courfe, it will be ranged in the laft Clafs,
after the Semi-metals,

The Noble Author fays, that phlogiftic fubftances are
eleclric (perfe). It has not, however, that I know, been de-
' cided, that all inflamable minerals ave elééiric, or non-conduétors
} of eleéricity ; on the contrary Mr, Kirwan affirms, that foffil
coal is not an eleétiic,

But, whatis the conftituent principle by which the ‘mine.
rals, belonging to this Clafs, become inflashable 2 or rather,
what is the nature of thefe combuflible fubfiances? what is

| combufiion, this common phenomenon fo repeatedly beheld,
f ‘ and fo little underflood, from whence thefe fubftances take
i their denomination ¢ Chemifts and Philofophers have given
| various, and fo feemingly oppofite theories on this very inte.
| refting fubject, that it would be impardonable not to give a
| - dhort account of their ideas, chiefly thofe of the modern:
Hil ones, in this edition of a work, whofe matter is fo intimately
h -connected with thefe chemical difquifitions.
~ It'was taught by former chemiits, that the integrant parts
I of combuftible bodics were only heated, hurned, and reduced ints
| J Slame, by the adtion of firg, according to' the quantity and
| condition of the phlogifion they contained, This laft is what
i they called the inflammable principle, by means of which com-
buftion is performed. But Becher, Boyle, Rey, and feveral
other Chemifts, admitted that the comcourfe of air is abfo-
lutely neceflary for the effe@ of combufiion, As{oon asthe
_various kinds of aeriform-fubftances began to be known by
', Modern Philofophers, they foon found, that it is that &ind of
‘@ir, difcovered by the Father of this new and valuable branch
of Natural Philofophy, Dr. Prieftley, which he calls depblogifii-
cated, and to which fome new Nomenclators give the epithets
of pure, vital, air r.f fire and empyreal air, without the inters
ference of which no combuftion can take place, It is come
puted,
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