Cnrar. 1. THE CATACOMBS.
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herd, carrying the Lamb, and surrounded by an ornament
of tendrils and Cupids.!  Such from the feeble traces that
remain, were the paintings of the third or fourth century in
the vault usually called Stanza delle Pecorelle,® where the
].:.t'lh:!_!}nul‘ was {_ll'lli[_‘i["li_ ill Hl!_". lHll!.‘.Ht! L3 “H_.‘ ;_’;IHH_I :ﬂ-ll.i.‘li-
herd, carrying the Lamb,® accompanied by two hgures and
a Htiﬂ'-li?. whilst ]H‘lnn‘u'j Moses strikes the rock and Jonah
15 swallowed by the whale. Here indeed the attitudes
were not without grandeur, in so far as simple lines can
render the human i't_lj‘lll;, nor were the masses of li;_:‘llt and
shade without breadth, the colour without harmony or the
drapery without simplicity.!

Yet af ]J:lin’lm‘ﬁ still hesitated to imitate the features of
the God-man as he might have existed after reaching the
age of adolescence, no such seruple affected them when
it was necessary to depict him as an infant on the knees
of his mother. The \Tirj_{'ln ]IE'I'H(‘“", ’l’hnﬂ;_::ll less venerable
to the early Christians than to the later followers of the
(Gospel, was already in honour in the third and fourth cen-
turies and might be seen enthroned and either receiving
the u'izl'i_'-ri11:,,_,r;.~4 of the Magi or attended by those 'llnn_:}nhut:: of
the old testament who had foretold her coming. Amongst
the very earliest catacomb pictures is one in San Calisto
which represents the Virgin sitting in profile on a throne
]Il'-li_lil'l;'.'; the infant Saviour and I‘I'L't'-.i‘s'illg the {ullllt'.]'i“H‘H of
the Magi who stand before her in Phrygian caps and
dresses. In the medallion centre of the roof sits the good
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