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Cuar. VII. THE UPPER (CHURCH OF ASSISI. M7

bearing.! Trivial conception marks the scene of the
Saviour carrying his cross, where, on account of the ex.
cessive weight of the fatal instrument, the Redeemer ap-
pears to express weariness, whilst, in the faces of the
bystanders, a foolish wonder is rudely delineated. The
Saviour on the cross has the overhanging belly and hips
and sunken head of the lowest decline. Two angels
wailing above the cross seem torn by the most vehe-
ment grief. The Pieta though better balanced in the
groups, 1s but a repetition of the same scene in the eruci-
fix of the Cappella Maggiore of the Campo Santo at Pisa.?
The attitudes and expression of the figures which are
unfortunately mutilated, are not free from exaggeration
but the composition is more like that which Giotto af-
terwards conceived than any other before or since. The
Marys at the sepulchre,? is a composition in the typical
form already observed in the small episodes of the cru-
ciix of 8. Marta of Pisa.* The roof of the church at
the bottom of the aisle, being supported by an arch,
painted to imitate a series of superposed niches, each of

! Embraced by Judas, he seems | the background, to the left of a
withtheright hand to sign to Peter, | bare and arid rock, a ficure stands
kneeling over the prostrate Mal- | and points with one hand towards
chus on the left, to cease resist-|the lifeless tframe of the Redee-
ing, The ecrowd of soldiers with mer, with the other seems to
lances, and spectators surrounds | foretel by a gesture towards heaven
him, but is better divided imto | his ascensgion. Two figures in col-
groups than in the old typical com- | lected attitudes listen on each
positions, reproduced, otherwise |side. To the right of the rocky
almost without change, from the background two other figures look
period of the erucitix of 8. Mar- on, and three angels (of old 4,
ta, In this episode of the eru-|as may be seen in Agincourt. plate
cifix of S, Marta, 8. Peter ia erect, | CX) in wvehement action, look
here kneeling. See also the same | down npon the scene.
episode in MSS. Vatican of the |
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: ) 5’ “|in various attitudes on the fore-
dimensions, lying outstretched on
the ground is raised by the Vir- i
gin and supported on her lap,| ¢ The upper part of the figures
whilst behind her to the right and | of the Marys and angels is gone,
left the wailing Marys kneel in |the single intonaco having fallen
grief, The prostrate S, John em-|and laid hare the stones; — gn
braces the Saviour's hand, whilst | which however the first drawing
the Magdalen kisses his foot. In|in red is visible.

* Receiving from two angels the
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