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Cmap. VIII. BERNARDINO PINTURICCHIO. 257
be distinguished from a Perugian cotemporary, also called

Bernardine, whose mediocre pictures are often confounded
with his.

Pinturicchio is the genuine representative of Perugian
art as it was felt and carried on in the ateliers of Bon-
figlt and Fiorenzo di Lorenzo. He never mastered the
difficulties of oil medium, but remained almost invariably
true to the system of tempera and to the customs of the
old Umbrians. His Virgin and child in the collection of
Sir Anthony Stirling in London is one of the first links
that connects his manner with that of his predecessors.
It is the earliest of his works with which we are ac-
quainted, a panel in which forms and types, style of draw-
ing, and handling, only differ so far from Fiorenzo’s, that
they receive an additional polish, and combine more orace
with greater accuracy of execution, better design with
more pleasing colour.

When Pinturicchio went to Rome, he did so as Peru-
gino's partner. Vasari says, that they laboured in com-
pany at the Sixtine,! and the probability of this state-
ment has already been discussed. As the chapel ap-
proached completion, perhaps before it was finished, Pin-
turicchio had gained access to Cardinal Domenico della
Rovere, whose most pressing care after his elevation to
the purple (1479)* had been to erect a palace in Borgo
Veechio, on the front of which his arms were painted
by Pinturiecchio.” His next object was the adornment of
a chapel dedicated to S. Jerom, the first.of its kind in S.
M. del Popolo which Sixtus ‘the Fourth had begun re-
building,* on the plans of Baccio Pontelli. On the altar-
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