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series of large, perfectly flat-floored wvalleys, lying at an
elevation of from twelve hundred to sixteen hundred metres.
These valleys, beginning with Big Meadows in the north, and
continuing through American, Indian, Genesee, and Red Clover
Valleys to Sierra Valley in the south, are often of considerable
size (the larger from twelve to fifteen kilometres wide and
from twenty to twenty-five kilometres long), and combine a
level, easily traversable country, such as that of the Sacra-
mento Valley, with a high mountain environment and
climate.

The valleys of Honey Lake and 1ts tributaries, lying to the
east and northeast of the region just described, present a
sharp contrast again to any of the preceding sections. We
here come to the typical sagebrush and alkali plains, and
barren, treeless ridges characteristic of the Great Basin area.
Arid, with cold winters and hot summers, and with but a
meagre supply of game, this last section 1s distinctly the least
favorable and desirable of the whole area which the Maidu
occupied.

Divisions. — Linguistically and also culturally the Maidu
are divided into three groups or divisions, in part coincid-
ing with the topographic areas just outlined. These three
sections of the Maidu may be called the Northeastern, the
Northwestern. and the Southern.

The first of these occupies exclusively the chain of high
mountain-valleys already described, and also the arid region

to the east and northeast. Besides the main valleys men-
tioned, this section of the Maidu occupied Butt and Humbug
Valleys just west of Big Meadows, and also held Mohawk

Valley as a hunting-ground, the snowfall being too heavy
there for a permanent residence. The western limit of this

section was about three to ten miles east of the present line
between Butte and Plumas Counties. It seems that on the
whole they had comparatively little close association with
the Northwestern Maidu, to whom they were known col-
lectively as No’toma (*'Northern or Eastern people’), and
ame in contact with them only on summer hunts, when the
two divisions often met, and sometimes fought. The differ-
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