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overlooked this fact, as well as that of the frequent gatherings
of the people for celebrations of one sort or another, the large
numbers thus present at one time giving a false idea of the
real population. I believe, however, that we should be within
the mark if we assumed for the Maidu, before their association
with Europeans, a population of about g4o00o0.

MicrATION.— The Maidu, in common with nearly all Cali-
fornian Indians, offer a sharp contrast to the Indians of the
more easterly and southerly tribes, in that they have no
traditions of having lived elsewhere than in their present
home. Turning to culture and mythology, we find few
certain evidences of movement. There are perhaps slight
traces in the creation myths, of a movement from west to
east; but such indications are faint, and the whole question
of movement must remain problematical for the present.
From all indications, therefore, we are forced to regard the
Maidu as having been settled, for at least a long period, 1n the
region they occupied when first known.

MATERIAL CULTURE.

MANUFACTURES. Work in Stone.— The stone objects made
and used by the Maidu include knives, arrow and spear points,
clubs (?), celts, arrow-straighteners, scrapers, pestles, mortars,
metates, pipes, and charms.

The methods of manufacture of knives and of spear and
arrow points do not differ from those usually employed by
Indians in other portions of the continent. The materials
used were various: a rather hard black basalt being used 1in
many cases for knives and spear-heads; while obsidian,
obtained largely in trade, was used for arrow-points, and 1n
some cases also for knives. Flint and jasper were also used.
Near Oroville was one of the best-known spots for getting
flint, from a cave on or near Table Mountain. The opening
to the cave was very small, but, once in, the size was such
that a man could stand upright. A person going to get flint
must crawl in, and then throw ahead of him beads or dried
meat as offerings to the spirits for the flint he was about to




