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ceeding the regular bow somewhat in 1ts dimensions. When
1_ made, the bow was rubbed, it is claimed, with human
blood. In playing the bow, it is held in the lett hand, one
end of the bow being placed in the mouth, the other end
extending horizontally towards the left. The string of the
bow is then tapped gently with a small twig held in the right
hand. and the notes varied by opening or closing the mouth
to a greater or less degree, thus increasing or lessehing the
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size of the resonance-chamber.

The vocal music of the Maidu is abundant; and there are
many types of songs in use, such as love-songs, puberty-songs,
dance-songs, shaman-songs, the so-called ‘‘basket-songs,”

etc.
SociAL ORGANIZATION, LAw, AND FESTIVALS.
SociaL ORrGANIZATION. —The social organization of the

Maidu was very simple. No trace has been found of any
gentile or totemic grouping. The people lived in wvillage
communities, often of some size; and, except for these, there
was no definite organization. It seems that the communities
i were. on the whole, fairly fixed, and that there was little
permanent shifting from one to the other. A stay of a year
or two was sometimes made in another village, but these ab-

cences were more in the nature of visits than anything else.
Each village —or, in the case of small villages close together,
each little group of villages — had a head man or chief. The
position was 1n no case hereditary among the Northern
Maidu, but seems to have been so among the more southern
villages. The chief was chosen largely through the aid of
the shaman, who was supposed to reveal to the old men
the choice of the spirits. Generally some person of mature
years was selected; and wealth, ability, and generosity were
strong arguments in favor of a given man's choice. Once
chosen, he held his place only so long as he gave satisfaction.
Should his conduct be displeasing to the people, he could
: be deposed, and a new chief put in his place. This was
also brought about through the exertions of the shaman, who
was supposed to declare the spirits’ will in the matter. The
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