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said to a person was to wish that a snake might bite him.
Lying was regarded as very reprehensible. The foot-hill
people had a saying to the effect that ‘“the man with a
crooked tongue is like the man with a crooked arrow.”
DOCIAL (GATHERINGS AND FESTIVALS.- -(ratherings of a
social as distinguished from a ceremonial nature were common.
One village, or a man in that village, would invite other
villages to a feast, or, as it is generally called, a soup dinner.”’
When it had been decided to hold such a festival, the shaman.
as a rule, was requested to prepare ‘“strings.”” These were cords

on which a number of knots were tied, the number correspond-
ing to the number of days between the time of sending out
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these ““strings” and the date of the festival. As many
strings were prepared as there were families that were to be

invited : and when all were ready, they were sent out by mes-

sengers, who distributed them to the different families asked.

Fach day the head of the family untied a knot, or cut it off:

and thus all knew when the time had come, and all arrived
together. Such notices were usually sent out one or two weeks

in advance. At these festivals the chief amusements were
gambling, and games of various sorts: and abundant supplies
of acorn-soup and mush were provided. This was supple-
mented 1_}_\_'IUH1L‘I‘ kinds of food; and after a couple of days

of feasting and merry-making, the guests went home. The
season most favored for such gatherings seems to have been
the summer months; for in winter the food-supply was less
abundant, and indulgence in any games except the gambling-

games was 1mpossible.
BIRTH, PUBERTY, MARRIAGE, AND DEATH.

Following is a description of the former customs relating

to periods in the life of the individual, as told by the Indians.

BirTH.— During the period of pregnancy, both husband
and wife have to observe considerable care in all that they do.
During the latter part of the time, neither must eat meat or
fish, the husband must not hunt, and the woman stays much

at home. When the time arrives for the child to be born. the
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