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Wir fiihren Wissen.

Born in Brieg, Silesia, in 1927, Mr. Masur studied piano, composition, and conducting at
the Music College of Leipzig. He accepted his first major orchestral appointment in 1955,
as Conductor of the Dresden Philharmonic. From 1960 to 1964 he was Senior Director of
Music at Berlin's Komische Oper, collaborating with influential director Walter Felsenstein.
In 1967 he was appointed the Dresden Philharmonic's Chief Conductor, a post he held until
1972. In his capacity as the Leipzig Gewandhaus Kapellmeister, he led nearly a thousand
performances between 1970 and 1996 and more than 900 concerts on tour.

A professor at the Leipzig Academy of Music since 1975, he has received numerous ho-
nors: among other, in 1995, he received the Cross of the Order of Merits of the Federal
Republic of Germany; in 1997 he received the titles of Commander of the Legion of Honor
from the French government and New York City Cultural Ambassador from the City of New
York; in April 1999 he received the Commander Cross of Merit of the Polish Republic and in
March 2002, the President of the Federal Republic of Germany, Mr. Johannes Rau, bestowed
upon Mr. Masur the Cross with Star of the Order of Merits of the Federal Republic of Ger-
many and in September 2007, the President of Germany, Horst Kéhler, bestowed upon him
the Great Cross of the Legion of Honor with Star and Ribbon. In September 2008 Maestro
Masur received the Furtwangler Prize in Bonn, Germany. Maestro Masur is also an Honorary
Citizen of his hometown Brieg. In 2008, Maestro Masur celebrated 60 years of career as
a professional conductor,

Kurt Masur’s first appearance at the Prague Spring took place on May 23, 1960, when
he conducted the Prague Symphony Orchestra. This was followed by further visits, at the
helm of the Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra (1963), the Gewandhausorchester Leipzig
(1970, 1977, 1981, 1991), again the Prague Symphony Orchestra (1979), and most recently,
in 2003, the Orchestre National de France.

DRESDNER PHILHARMONIE

V roce 2005 uplynulo 135 let od zalozeni Drazdanské filharmonie. Za vice nez stoleti
svého plsobeni spolupracovalo toto téleso s vynikajicimi sefdirigenty a s nesCetnymi sve-
toznamymi solisty a hostujicimi dirigenty. Orchestr vznikl v roce 1870 a svuj prvni koncert
proved| 29, listopadu téhoz roku v drazdanském sale zvaném Gewerbehaussaal, pod na-
zvem Gewerbehausorchester. Svij dnesni nazev prijal orchestr v roce 1915.V letech nasle-
dujicich po skonceni druhé svétove valky se Drazdanska filharmonie po obdobi pasobeni
v riznych provizoriich usidlila od roku 1969 natrvalo v Palaci kultury ve stfedu mésta.

Od svého vzniku spolupracovala Drazdanska filharmonie s nejpfednéjsimi dirigenty.
Celosvétového véhlasu dosahl orchestr ve 30. letech 20. stoleti, a to do znacné miry zaslu-
hou vedeni Paula von Kempena. Tato povést pak lakala ke spolupraci s filharmonii tehdejsi
slavné dirigenty véetné Arthura Nikische, Hermanna Abendrotha, Hanse Knappertsbusche,
Fritze Busche, Ericha Kleibera ¢i Josepha Keilbertha. Heinz Bongartz se za sveho pusobeni
ve funkci $éfdirigenta zasadnim zpusobem zaslouzil o obrozeni orchestru v letech po druhé
svetové valce. Kromé dalsich dirigentu pusobil v Drazdanske filharmonii jako séfdirigent
i Kurt Masur.

Umélecka uroven orchestru neustale rostla vzdor omezujicim dobovym faktorim
i v letech existence NDR, pficemz vysledna vynikajici kvalita télesu umoznovala podnika-
ni pocetnych koncertnich turné po celém svété. Financni situace plynouci z nedostatku
volné sménitelnych prostiedk( oviem umélecké vymeneé na mezinarodni urovni branila.
Po sjednoceni Némecka v roce 1990 vznikly zcela nové prilezitosti ke skutecnému naplnéni
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