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Prelude to Act 111 (from Lohengrin)
Richard Wagner (1813 - 1883)

Born in Leipeie in 1813, Kichard Wagner was the acknowledged son of 4 Government
oificial, Carl Frieded h '.I'..Ij_lhl-l_'l il his wite [oanna, ban RLELS ilsly Fatherad '-:. the ietor
Ludwig Gever, who was w0 marry Jownng after Carl Friedrich's death,  Wagners education

wis an interrdtient cae, moch of i in Deesden, where he fell under the spell of Weher and

e Freisclilz, the Hiest great German remaEntic operd. Retming o Leipeig e was 1o peodil
meare froam contact with his unele Adolf o widely resd scholar, with & knowledae of: Greek
tragedy, as well as of the classics of laly, the works of Shakespeare, and of course, of the
libeeanure of his own counire,  [n eipzE Wagner took the oppomunity of Turdesing his owm
inerests in music, stimulated by the peformances of the fmous Gewandhaus Orchestra and
Beethoven's opern FMdelio, which he heard in 1825 He bomowed books from the masic
|-\;":| ng itrary of B li||_'|' i ='|_|||':|:'.|'|'-i TR '_:_'.I::'I-.':' .|I':_| '..|.||||'| i_r| |;_|_'.l. i'l i|_'|_|: i: hi 'H'l:"ig'n_l-._
undd took private music lessons at the Themasschale, where 1.5, Bach had been employed a

centuey eardier

The: later carcer of Wigner was o turbulent one.  His income never matched his ambigions,
and he waz driven on by an ageressve and mithless drpe o oredle 3 new foni of musie,
the music of the futee, pamculardy in the conponction of all s in o senes of greal mssic
drarmas.  His first significant success was in Dresden, where his apera Bienzi was staged
i 1842, Foalkowed by his appointment as comductor of the Count Opene His own tactless
esposal of revolunonary notions led to s Might from Dresden in 1849, at et 1o Frang
Liszt in Weimar, and then o Switzerfand, The protection Lates afforded by King Ludwig 11 of
Barvaria allowed some respite from difficulties, bt his Baison with Liset's daughter Cosima,
wibe of the Bavaman court conductor Hans von Billow, and his unpopulanty in Munich [ed
1o i further penod of exile in Switzerland. His final celative riumph in the establEhment of
¥ Festival devoded to his work in |?.|f- aa b f e R PR -!‘I|'-|i*~'|ll.'|.| AN Wi e CACeragemend
of King Ludwig: The first festival took place in 1876, but did nothing to reduce his

incredsing personil debts. Wagnes died dunng de course of a visic o Venice i 1353

Ihe opera Lobenerin wis first pefformed in Weimar in 1850 under the direction of Lisat,
wiio had helped Wagner in his fHeght from Dresden. The work opens with King Hepry the
Fowler hearing the acousation of fratricide browght by Telramund against Elsa of Brabant to
whom he had served as puardian after the death of her father, sugpesting that she had killed

her brother Gottfried in osder 10 assume control over the land with a secret lover. The
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King decrees momal combat, o discover her piilt or innocence, and she declares that her
chumpion will be a knight that she has seen'in a dream. As heralds summeon the combatanss
and Elsa privs for help, o swan 5 seen drawing a boat, [rom which seps an unknown
|-:|.|;_:!|I Telramund is defeated, bt the Enight spares his victiim, while the heathen Ortrud
Telramund's wife and fellow conspirator, wondens if her powers are waning.  Reproached
by Telramund, now condemned 1o bamshment, she tells him thar the kmght's power
can only be broken iF he (s made o reveal his name.  She. aronkses e piLy of Flsa and ai
the same time casts doubt on the orgin of the mysterious knight. A herald announces
lelramund's banshment and the appointment of e knight o nile Brabant, a5 husband o
Elsa, Telesmong secks to leam the knight's name dnd rank, b is denled an answer by the

knight, who secks Elsi's assurunte of st in him, a5 they proceed to their wedding

The Prefide to the thind act, perhaps the most familiar element in the whole opem, depicts
the wedding celebration,  Lefl wopether Elsa remains curious about the knight's mame, in spite
of her eatlier promize nof 10 question: him on the subject, and evenreally asks him o neveal
his name. Telramund and four compangons burst in, with drawn swords, but Lobengrin,
with a sword that Elsa hards him, strikes Telramund dead, while the other knights vield. He
calls w Elsa's maids o sake her before the King, where he willl answer her qoestion about
his identiey, In the final scene Lohengrin, before the King, ndecs the commission 1o lead
the royal troops in war, and finds justification for his action.  He accuses Elsa of breaki
her wond and explaing his own origin, 28 o Knight of the Grail. A« he takes his final les

hee tefls Elsa that her brother Goctfried is alive, tonsformed by her magic, as Ortrud clai
into 2 swan,  Gomfried re-appears, as Lohengrin sadly sails away, his boat now drown |
dove, and Elsa sinks lifeless into her brother's arms




