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{iavaston euardian of the realm,® with more ample powers
¥ than had usua ly been contferred 2 and, on his return with
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tacnment 1o the @avourite, ol '-.'v.u]-'-' EVEery one s .,-|'|||||-.
r..!|;]||_i_l_1|l_ ] - 'I rincess wis of an :|||||. FLous= -'_'.ll In-

iricuing ‘|- Fit ; Andl ||::l!_I:-_' friat :“-. r Huosbhand s |.|_!;|,|I'|'|'|I

. . . : -
IS |;i'!:.|l_l1 a5 1S 1 Il || T 1Tk ||.|"|-| ||||. to e '_'-"I,-' Tl "-IJI
thourht herself best entitled, on every account, to periorm
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person who had d sappointed her in these expectations,

She was well pleased theretore to ses 1 combination --:' the

bilityv formine aramst (savaston, who, Sens bl ke I|
itred, had wantonly provoked her by new imsults and

Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, cousin-german
to the king, and first prince of the blood, was
by far the most opulent and powerful subject 1n Enegland,
ind possessed 1 h1s own nent, and soon atter in that of
his wife. heiress of the family of Lincoln, no less than six
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e wrisdictions and power, which commonly in
that are were annexed to landed property. He was tur-
bulent and factious in his disposition ; mortally hated the
favourite, whose influence over the king exceeded his own
ind he zoon became the head ol that party amaong Ln
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expel Gavaston : both sides beean already to put tnem-
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broke out in robberies and other disorders, the usual pre- |
lude of civil w r: and the Toy U anthority, di Sl sk L 11 th
kine's own hands, and hated in those of Gavaston, became
sufhicier the execution of the laws. and the main-
| nce of pea n the kingdom. A parliament being
mmoned at VWest 1=t l[.l'lil«."l |_I|l IS pariy cami
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impose their own terms on the sovereign. They required
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municated if he remained any lonerer 1In the kKinedom.2 |
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pliance gave proofs of his fond attachment to his favourite.
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ourney thither, and before his departure conferred on him

new lands and niches both 1in Gasconv and England k
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Meanwhile the
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ilen the opposition of the barons to his return: as if

SUCCESSE 1 that pomt were the chi t |-!_:]- ct of his FOVETT=

ment. The high office of hereditary steward was confer-

. red on Lancaster; his father-in-law, the Earl of Lincoln,

wias bourht off by other concessio s+ Farl Warrenne was
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il lence of Cravas 1"[I b e no Lo rer belore men’'s eves, was
less the object of general indienation = and Fdward. deem-
inge matters sufhciently prepared for his purpose, :
o the Court OF “-':Ill',:!_! Ili ||!_|[.1||||-.| f'..|' [ ravaston a .!|_h_
il | rensation from that oath which the barons had compelled
nm to take, that he would for ever abjure the realmm He

went down to Chester to receivi '1||rn on his first 1
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landing
- from Ireland ; flew ioto his arms with trar sports of oy :
ind having obtaine d the formal consent of the "‘nlrn'n-. In
y i |.--{r||.|:||--|-[ to his re-estal i-«'lI:t'l|1 set no loneer any bounds
to his extravazant fondness and affection. Gavaston him-

self, foreetting hns past mistortunes, and blind to their

- causes, resumed the same ost ntation and mnsolence = and
i W became, more than ever, the object of general detestation

= among the nobility.

The barons first discovered their amimosity by absent-
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1l the acts ol mal-admimnistration, objected to th Klng
and his favourite, seemed of a nature mo proper to ex-
CilE I.--.'l-il~||!:i'-'_'=!-.-.] |- seembly, 1 | COMIm ol ons
In a4 prreal i-.::l'_'l:.'--‘.ll- vet such was the situation ot th
times. that the barons were determuned, and were able, |
make them the reasons of a total alteration mn the const
tution and civil Fovernment Having comi X

to parliament, 1n defiance of the laws and i o

the KInge s }.;'-."_n"::l:l-:r. with a numerous retinue of armed
:.-l..“. rs, they ound thems lves ent I IMASTETS ; 1l
they presented a petition, wihi h was equivalent to a
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the whole authornty, both of the crown and of th 14
ment. The king was obliged to sign a com-
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to elect twelve persons, who should, till ths term of -
chaelmas in the vear followmg, have authoritv to enact
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themselves and their friends, for themr strict and recilan
observance : and all this for the greater glory of (God, thi

secunity of the church, and the honour ind advantasre ot
the kine and kingedom ['he barons, in return, signed a

4lu. ration. in which they acknowledged that they owed
y concessions merely to the King s iree grace ; |-I-'|:-I=1-|~
! i
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expire atl the tim Ll |! ] ,

The chosen junto acc rdinely tra I | 1.'|r T . D
ordinances, and presented them to the King
and parliament for their confirmation in the ensuing yea.
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the rerular execution of justice : such as those, requiring
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sheriffs to be men of property, abolishing
issuing privy seals for the susp usion of justice, 1« straining
thi praciic of purveyance, prohl I|l.!-'—_' the adulteration
and alteration of the coin, excluding foreigners rom th
farms of the revenue, ordering all payments to be regu
larlv made into the exi i'=|'|'- er, Tevoking I] late grants "[:
the crown, and giving the parties damages in tl £ CASE ol
vexatious proseculions But what chiefly grieved Lhe King,
was the ordinance for the removal of evil counsellors, by
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wblic enemy. Other persons, more agreeable 10 the
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ordained. that. for the future, all the considerable dignities
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nor be exercised without the consent of the no-

Edward, from 1'-.- same weakness both in his temper

and situation, 1.'4.' 1 hi: LI|. B e -1[ him to erant this un-
limited commission to the |'Jll-r.'--. wis led to give a par-
liamentary sanction to their ordinances : but as a const

(uence of the same character, he secretly m wde a protest
aerainst them, and declared, that, since the commissiorn
was granted only for the making of ordinances to thi
advantage of LI'IH' and kingdom, such art cles as should
be found ]‘FL]LIdHlﬂ to hoth, were to be held as not ratli-
fied and confirmed.r It 1s no wonder, indes 'I'_1|"'l he re-
tammed a firm E"-|T]|-|u to revol '-ll lll anees which had been
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