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228 HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

mander ; and signine all their names in a circle, lest he
should discover the ringleaders, they laid it under his
rayer-book. Pennington declared. that he would mather
IH" hanged in England for disobedience, than ficht arainst
his brother protestants m France. The whole squadron
1"~':|-'.|!"-.|. ill]iI'P'l:ll.lll |1|- [N r||'|' l]ll'l.'l.'r;--, III-E]|'|r- |.ilr"-.' I'r'l_'1-."|..":'||
new orders from Buckingham, lord admiral, to return to
|f||-'|r|n-. Asg the duke knew 1|J'.1T :4[L1Eir1r||_1. alone 1.1.'||l.':-|
not suttice, he employed much art and many subtilties 10
engee them to obedience: and a rumour which WS
spread that peace had been concluded between the French
king and the hugonots, assisted him in lns purpose. When
they arrived at Phieppe they found that they had been
!|P:I.'l'i.'l-'l:ll. ~IT |'1'|‘|Ei!1:|||lilr | il-[';_rq--, who |-1-|r1|||.g||1[l-|] ne
E]f []It' 'l.'r'irﬂ".-.', |-|'nl-«L' !|II'II'|J',[:'| and returned to I".h:_'t.mli,
All the officers and sailors of all the other ships, notwith-
standing ereat offers made them l-_!.' the French, immedi-
Lt!l:|_‘-' deserted. One cunner alone |~1+-t|-t'1'1-:l duty towards
his king to the cause of religion : and he was afterwards
killed in chargine a cannon before Rochelled The eare
which historians have taken to record this frivolous event.
proves with what pleasure the news was received by the
nation.

The House of Commons, when informed of these trans-
actions, showed the same attachment with the sailors for
the protestant religion ; nor was their zeal much better
1,:|IJ'|1'-L| by reason and sound !|u|j| V. It was not consider-
ed, that 1t was highly probable the king and the duke

themselves had here been deceived by the artifices of

France, nor had they any hostile intention against the
|!:.1|u-|1||||-=; that were 1t othe F'Wwise, yet might their mq asures
be justified by the most obvious and most received maxims
of civil policy ;3 that if the force of Spain wers rm]|_h S0
exorbitant as the Commons imagined, the French monarch
was the only prince that could oppose its progress, and

preserve the balance of Europe; that his power was at

pPresent fettered by the ]|||:;-||:,-n:~:._ whin, l---m;_r POSSEssE d of

many ]FI'J'n'Jlli','_’Hi .:|.1||| even of fortified towns, tormed
an empire within s empire, and kept him in pe rpetual
1ealousy and inquietude ; that an insurrection had been at
that time wantonly and voluntarily formed by their leaders,
who, being dispusted in some court intricue, took advan.
tage of the never-failing pretence of religion, in order to
cover their rebellion ; that the Duteh, influenced by these
views, had ordered a squadron of twenty ships to join the
I'rench ﬂi'l".. £1m III"_"p'I.'Ii :IE'IiIIH1 []I!‘ i|||!t:I1H1:|:I|1:-' of ”I'IL'l'l.I'H_l‘ 1
That th Spanish monarch, sensible of the same conse-
quences, secretly supported the protestants in France ;
and that all princes had ever sacrificed to reasons of state
the interests of their religion 1n foreien countries.  All
these obwvious considerations had no influence. Great
murimurs and discontents snll prevailed in parliament,
The hugonots, thoueh they had no eround of complaint
asmnst the Freneh court. were thought to be as much
entitled to assistance from England, as if they had taken
arms in defence of their iberties and relizion arainst the
persecuting rage of the catholics. And it plainly appears
from this mneident, as well as from many others, that of all
European nations, the British were at that time. and till
long after, the most under the influence of that religious
spirit which tends rather to inflame bigotry than increase
peace and mutual charity, -

On this occasion the Commons renewed their eternal
complaints against the growth of popery, which was ever
the chief of their erievances, and now their only one.k
"['ju-.-.- demanded a strict execution of the pt-n:-il laws
aganst the catholics, and remonstrated asainst some late
pardons granted the priests! They attacked Montague,
one of the king's l"'h;]p.';illh-:. on account of a moderate book
which he had lately published, and whieh, to their great
disgust, saved virtuous catholics, as well as other Chris-
tians, from eternal torments.™  Charles gave them a era-
clious and comphant answer to all their remonstmnces,
He was, however, in his heart extremely averse to these

h-Franklyn, p. 100. Rush. vol, i. p. 175, 176, &c. 395, 396, &

I Journ. 18 April, 1826, k Franklym, p. 3 '.:.;r -

| Parl. Hist, vol, vi, p. 374, Journ.'1. Aup. 1675 ' I

m Parl. Hist. val. vi. p, 353, Journ. 7. July, 1675

n Hushworth, vol. i. p. 281, o 1 Car, 1. cip Julcmrn 2] June, 1625
I !'II.IHLI_"-'“- p- 113, Hushworih, val, 1, P 1M, T P A R
a The plague was really soviolent, thutit had been moved in the Flouse,

Wir fiihren Wissen.

[A. D. 1625.—Cuarp. L.

furious measures. Though a determined protestant by
principle as well as nchination, he had entertained no
violent horror against popery; and a little humanity, he
thought, was due by the nation to the relicion of their
1'hat degree of Liberty which i1s now induleed
to catholies, though a party much more obnoxious than
during the reign of the Stuarts, it suited wveither with
Charles’s sentiments, nor the humour of the agre, to allow
them. An abatement of the more ricorous laws was all
||r' ilu’tl-li‘.rl]: :l::l] his enmireImenits 'ﬁ-f|| Frand 2. J||-:1'-::||.
standing that their resular execution had never been
promised or expected, required of him some indulgence.
But so unfortunate was this prince, that ne measure em-
braced during his whole reign was ever attended with
more unhappy and more fatal consequences.

r“I':- exireme race drainsg |:1-p' 'Y Wis a4 sure I"Ei-ll.':h ler-
istic of puritanism.
other infallible symptoms of the prevalence of that party.
T|H ¥ |.~|'[l{:lll||¢]. l]lt' L'I]:u !;-[' I'l'll!.il".-lu_' such able « 'rJu'-. -.|-=
]Jiii] |1-l.'l.'!|J silenced for want of -_'1!-||r'|-|'=,|||r'-. to the o FEImo-
rnigs.»

dncestors.,

'E-||_-_- Haoiise of | O MOns Ji_|-h..|1.-|.|,.|i

Sunday, which the purttans affected to call the Sabbath.
and which they sanctified by the most melancholy indo
lence.® 1t is to be remarked, that the different appellations
of this fesuval were ekl that time Knowr "*_"-Il:|.--fli-_-' o6 thi
different parties.

The king, finding that the parhament was resolved to
grant him no supply, and would furnish him with nothine
but Emply protestations of duty.? or disaereeable com-
|||.|'.3'|t-' of prievances: took advant e of the ||[,.-__-||.-_'J_
which began to appear at Oxford, and on that pretence
immediately dissolved them. By finishine the session
with a dissolution, instead of a prorogation, he sufficiently
expressed his displeasure at their conduct. '

I'o supply the want of parhamentary aids,
Charles 1ssued privy-seals for borrowing
money from his subjects.” The advantare reaped by this
expedient was a small compensation for the diseust which
It occasioned : by means, however, of that supply, and by
other expedients, be was, though with difficalty, enabled
to equip his fleet. It consisted of eighty
vessels preat and small; and carmed on
board an army of 10,000 men. Sir Edward Cecil, late Iy
created Visconnt Wimbleton, was intrusted with the com-
mand. He smled immediately for Cadiz, T
and tound the !-l:l_‘; full of ."~|I:|1|I=-|L .*-'-:Ilt-r of dition Eainst
great value. 1

He 1ther nep | cted to attack
these ships, or attempted it preposterously. The army
was landed and a fort taken: but the 1|r;|:”;u:|~g-:.-f
soldiers, finding store of wine, could not be restrained
from the utmost excesses. Further stay appearing fruitless,
they were reimbarked ; and the fleet put to sea with an
intention of imtercepting the Spamsh galle-
ons. But the plague having seized the sea-
men and soldiers, they were obliged to abandon all hopes
of this prize, and return to England. Loud 1':|||'||_|!:|'_:|'|-;
were made against the court for intrusting so important a
command to a man like LCecil, whom, though he PoOssSEss il
Freat experience, the ]u-n]rlv. _1|LI]-_:J||-_: !H_'-« the event, esteem-
ed of slender -;':J]r.ll'i[\.'."

Charles, having failed of so rich a prize,
Wiais UHE:HI armn o have reconrse to A
parhament. Though the ill success of his enterprises
diminished his authority, and showed every day more
]Il|'.|:itll_'l.' the i]ri!']'l'.n;_|-e-||1‘_q n’r‘ f||l‘ :'"':]I;HII‘-.ll War; E||r1l:i_'!| the
increase of his necessities rendered lnm more IFi'f'l"““""l:f.
and more exposed to the encroachments of the Uommons;
he was resolved to try once more that resular and consti-
tutional expedient 1'-r1".-|t]bp!_1.' Perhaps, too, Second
a little political art, which at that time Res (PAriany
practised, was much trusted to. Ih'lflil*[ Ililf::l_'li four
popular - leaders, shenfls of counties; Sir Edward Coke,
Sir Robert Philips, Sir Thomas: Wentworth, and Sir Fran-
cis Seymour ; and, though the question had been formerly

A. D). 1626,

at the beginning of the session, W petiblon the King to adwoars thes,
Jovrn, €1 June, 1625, S0 it was impossible o enter U CTIEYANCES, EVen
if there hid heen any. 'The only business of the parliament was to pive
supply, which was so much wanted by the king, in order to carry on the
war iy which they had engaged him.

r Wush, vol. i. p. 192, Parl. Hist. vol, vi, p. 407

3 Frunklyn, p. 113)  Bushworth, vol. 1. p. 196,

They also enacted laws for the striet observance of
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