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i PREFACE.

¢« leCtion des corps dont les mollecules integrantes
¢« font femblables, et compofés des memes elements
¢ unie en memie proportion.” This integral molle-
cule or kernel is detected, either by mechanical di-
vifion, or by meafurement combined with calcula-
tion ; and when found, is aflerted to afford an inva-
riable effential charalter for the fpecies. 1 cannot,
however, fublcribe to this opinion ; on the contrary,
I venture to afhirm, that it is not, in any inftance, the
type of the fpecies, and that it only makes us ac-
quainted with peculiarities in the ftruCture of a few
cryftallized minerals, peculiarities which may indeed
be afterwards difcovered in other fpecifically diftinét
minerals. That it affords no effential characers is
evident, becaufe different fpecies, as diamond and
fpinelle have the fame integral mollecule ; and other
minerals, as zeolite, that unqueftionably belong to
the fame f{pecies, have different integral molle-
cules. That 1t makes us acquaintedwith peculi-
arities in the ftru&ture of but a few cryftallized
minerals 18 thewn, 1. From the impoflibility of de-
teCting the integral mollecule by calculation com-
bined with meafurement, therefore all the fpecies af-
certained by this method are to be expunged from
the fyftem®. 2. From many fpecies having the fame
integral mollecule ; and individuals of the fame fpe-
cies having different mollecules, Thus it appears
that its exiftence as a peculiarity, remains butto a few
{pecies:
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