INTRODUCTION.

MINER ALOGY is that branch of natural hiftory * Definition
which makes us acquainted with all the properties ;;’_m”mm
and relations of minerals. As thefe properties and
relations are very different from each other, we

c 2 cannot

* -
If it be true « that deflcription, when employed about
events, conflitutes hiftory,”

tion of the appellation, Natural
lation which aipires to tl

6«
then n:rt:linly the ufual accepta-

Hiftory, is erroneous, That re-
1e dignity of hiltory, muft embrace not
only an exa& and full delcription of the chjeét or thing treated
of, but fllfu alcertain the relative time as well as manner of its
Pmdlllaimh and the change and alteration, if any, it has under-
EONe In arriving at its prefent ftate. Natural hiftory therefore
m‘“?f‘t‘h'ﬁﬂdﬁ two diftinét branches, the one making us acquaint-
,;-d with :l"lﬂtll'!‘iil objects as they are prefented by nature, furnifh-
‘Mg us with fufficient data and eafilv applicable criteria to diftin.
{_51:11111 them from each other, and this is Natural Defeription.
{ ht' uiht.r branch, Natural Hiftory properly fo called, confifts in
Th mveltigation of the ancient and original ftate of natural ob-
jects, and the fuceeffive changes and alterations they have under-

gone till the prefe ' T :
gone till the prefent time. Thus in botany and zoology the

e - Py, -~ .
queltions, Were all apimals and plants originally created as we

dl
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