26 SURFACE OF THE EARTH.

CHAPS 11.

EFFECTS OF WATER ON THE SURFACE OF THE
FEARTI.

20. HAL’IM; now defcribed all the varieties of

inequality obferved on the furface of
the dry land, it will be interefting to endeavour
to dilcover how thefe have been formed.

Many of the elevations and hollows appear to
be original formations, while others feem to be
more particularly the effe@s of the acion of the
atmolphere and the ocean, and volcanic fire. We
fhall confider each of thefe in particular.

30. Water adls eithier Chemically or Mechani-
cally on the furface of the earth: and it may fur-
ther be confidered, according to its Deftroying and
Forming effects.

We fhall firft confider the Mechanical Deftroy-
ing Effects of water.

Every long-continued rain convinces us of the
powerful mechanical effe@s of water on the fur-
face of the earth. The precipitated water pene-
trates the furface, then flows along mixed with
the matter of the loil, and in its courfe forms {mall
water-courfes, and occafions confiderable changes
in the flat country and the declivities of moun-
tamms. As it rains a very confiderable portion of
the



