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-4  INTERNAL STRUCTURE,

queftion has been, Whether this fluidity was the
effect of Fire or Water *.
Rocks which have been formed or altered by
the action of Heat, are moit diftinctly different
from thofe that conflitute the great mafs of the
cruft of the globe ; confequently this fluidity can-
not be attributed to the agency of heat.

Sir James Harr, a moft indefatigable chemift,
has publifbed a feries of eurious experiments on
the effeéts of heat on mineral {ubftances; but the

refults do net apply to the prefent queftion. My
colleague Profeflor Prayrair, in his eloquent work
on the formation of minerals, has endeavoured,
with the greateft addrefs, to fupport what has
been denominated the Plutonic formation of the
globe. But the {ubftances formed by Sir James
Hall in his experiments, cannot be confounded with
any of thofe rocks that conftitute the cruft of the
globe ; nor have the ingenuity and ability difplayed
in the Hluftrations of the Huttonian Theory, re-
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% T¢ has been faid, that the figure of the Earth cannot
be fatisfatorily explained on the Neptunian fyftem, be.
caufe the earth 15 not a folid of reyolution,  This appa-
rently plaufible objeftion will vanith, when we refled,
that the Neptunian {yftem only confiders the earth to have
had the {pheroidal fhape when it was in a fluid form ; but
that, during the formation of its folid parts, it may have
deviated more or lefs from that form, according to the in
equality of the various depofitions,
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