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occurrence ; and befides, thefe partial elevations of
the water depend on particular circumfiances,
which can in general be pointed out. Thus, the
change in the dire&ion of currents, produced by
the accumulation of water by winds, the alteration
of the fhape of coafts, and of the furface of the land,
and many other caufes, produce alterations in the
level of the ocean. The great and incontroverti-
ble proofs which the internal firucture and exter-
nal afpe&t of mountains afford, of the diminution
of the waters of the globe, were totally unknown
to Linnzeus and thofe philofophers who {upported
the theory of its diminution. It is therefore not
furprifing that it fhould have been confidered asin
fome degree doubtful. The obfervations of Lin-
neeus were too local and confined, and by no means
permitted the ufe he attempted to make of them.
It was referved for WerNER to give this theory

ftability. With his ufual acutenefs, he foon dif-
covered that the important documents for the il-

luftration of this great phenomenon, were not to be
fought for in the formations that have taken place
within the limits of human hiftory, but in the
mountains themfelves, thofe mighty aquatic for-
mations. His inveftigations were attended with
complete fuccefls; for he dilcovered, 1ft, That the
cutgoings of the newer [irata are generally lower
than the outgoings of the older, from granite down:
wards to the alluvial depofitions, and this not in par-

ticular fpots, but around the whole globe, 2d, That
the
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