YELLOW ORPIMENT. 589

Asia—~—In Natolia and China.
America.—Zimapan 1n Mexico; and the north-west

territory of the United States *.
Olservations.

1. Tts foliated fracture distinguishes it from sulphur.

9, Hausman, at page 209. of his Mineralogy, describes
a third subspecies of orpiment, under the name Slaggey
Orpiment, and which he says has ﬂFﬂHUhﬂidil] fracture,
and olistening resinous lustre, and is found at Andreas-
berg in the Hartz. > :

3. This substance appears to differ from the arsenic of
the ancients. It differs from the substance cummu?ly
called Arsenic at the present day, in containing a porlion
of sulphur; and in being consequently of a yellow colour ;
whereas our arsenic is perfectly white. ;

Pliny and ‘Theophrastus describe arsenic as Imv:u‘g .a.
}FU”{H"-"-{.‘U]{HII‘. Thus Pliny says, that the best arsentc 1s
“ ooloris in auro excellentis.” ‘Theophrastus su?'s, on
account of its resemblance in colour, ochra (orygp2) 18 used
instead of arsenic; but the term Jyg itself is upl‘mr?utl?r
derived {rom its yellow colour ; and that it was of this
colour, appears further probable, from its being changed
to a red by calcination, which is mentioned by Theophiras.
tus; nnd#hriug thus converted into the substance called
mirte:, which answers exactly to our ved-ochre. Of San-
daraca, which is used as a synonynmi for realear or red or-
Piment, Pliny says, * melior quo magnis rufescit,” "The
term A poonnoy, {rom which our word Arsenic is derived,
was an epithet applied by the ancients to those n:llul"al
substances, the llI'UI}L‘l'Li{:E of which were found to be of a
sirong, and, as It were, masculine character; and as the
Poisonous :iu;ﬂit}' of arsenic was soon found to be remark-
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