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Wir flihren Wissen.

2 EXTERNAL CHARACTERS

These preliminary observations were necessary for enabling
the reader to understand the subdivisions in the annexed
tabular view. We shall now proceed to describe the specific
characters and shall begin with " colour, because it is the
first which strikes the eye, and is one of the most important

b .
< sgharacters of minerals.

COLOUR.

Before the time of Werner, the colours of minerals were
neither defined nor accurately distinguished from one ano-
ther ; he soon, however, saw that this character was of the
greatest importance, scarce ly yielding to that of chrystalliza-
tion, and therefore devoted a conside -able share of attention
to its devellopement. The method he followed in raising
this character from its state of neglect was, 1st, To establish
q certain number of fixed or standard colours, to which all
others . could be referved ; 2d, To define the wdricties and
arrange them, according to their resemblance to these stan-
dard colours ;: and 3dly, To place the varieties in such 2
manner that the wholé suite of colour forms a connected
series or circle.

fn establishing the fixed or standard colours, he thought
he could not do better than adopt those as simple colours,
which are consideréed as such in common life; of these he
epwnerates eight, which he denominates chief or principal
cotowrs 3 they are white, grey, black, blue, green, yellow,
red, and brown. Although several of these colours are
physically compound, yet for the purposes of the aryctognost
it is convenient t6 consitder them as sunple.

Werner remarks, < I could not here enter into an adop-
« tion of thé seven eolours into which the' solar ray is di-
% vided by the prism as principal eolours, nor mto the distinc-
¢ tion of the colours accordingly as they are ¢ither simple or
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