Of Simple Earths. i1

and this is one of the fureft charafers of this
earth.

By the experiments of Mr. Lavoifier, it ap-
pears that the ftrongeft heat that can
namely, that excited by pure air,
melting it. The flight degree o
that fome others have obferved,

proceeds from fome ﬂigl
other earth.

Fixed alkalis, whether ve
are the true folvents of §
way : 1 part mineral alkali will flux two of fili-
ceous earth with effervefcence, Boray alfo fufes
them, but much more {lowly, and without effer-
vefcence, Microcofmie falt 15 ftill lefs effech

faal,
Cauftic fixed alkalis attack filiceous earths

_ al{o
1 the moift way, when very minutely divided,

and take up nearly * of their weight.

Siliceous fand is capable of abforbing about %
of its weight of water without letting any drop
from it; but, on expofure to the open air, it
fuffers it to evaporate much more readily than

any of the furf‘gﬂing carths do in the fame cir-
cumitances,

be applied,
15 incapable of
f emollefcence
moft probably
1t mixture with {ome

getable or mineral,
liceous earth in the d 'y

Of the charatlerizing Poger of the foregoing
Larths,

aning {et forth the diftin&ive charalters of

the fﬂregning earths, fingly tuken, we are now
remark the different powers

prefling or communic

Lo
toey poffefs of 1m-

ating their reiped ive ha-
, .1' 1 o \ v
racters, when mixed or combined with each
other, to the compound of which they form a
part,
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