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arife ; and doubts may remain, which can be
removed only by the application of chemical
tefts or internal charaters, not indeed analyfes,
buiz other tefts of more eafy and {peedy appli-
cation.

Again, many minerals have received their de-
nominations merely from internal properties,
fuch as limeftones and marls, &c. The only

certain tefts of thefe are chemical agents, though
external characters may afford a h
probability.,

The over-zealous difciples of Mr.
contend ?GI‘ the {ufficiency of external charaéters,
in all cafes, with relpect to ftones that have been
_airf:'agl}r analyzed. It were an eafy, if not an
Invidious, tafk to refute them, from the miftakes
into which the moft eminent of them have fallen,
throu_gh‘ (00 great reliance on thefe charaéters;
but, in juftice to Mr. Werner, | muft {ay, that
he recﬂn}mends the aid of eafy chemical teits,
and has in fome cafes happily applied them.

It has been objeted to ekrernal charaters, by
myfelf and many others, that they are not of a
fixed and permanent nature, nor appropriated
purely and fingly to any particular Ipecies, but
common to many, and incapable at leaft as to
their gradations of a definition {ufficiently precife.
:lfhc: firft part of this objection is c rtainly true,
1f applied only to one or two of thole charaters;
but, if they be taken in their totality, it will very
rarely happen that they fuit any mineral but one,

and in fuch cafes chemical tefts may decide yet

even this affiftance may be fometimes unfuccefse

ful, as in nature many fpecies border upon, and
pals into, each other, and thus deny fufficient
grounds of diftin€tion. As to the difficulty
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