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does he care ; while he is enraged at the casual rut,  But thourh sueh
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Is very defects. No chasm can be filled till it i< known: while thus
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the way by which they are to be corrected and suppited.  All sciences
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a pardonable ignorance, is the ZyoAaorwos who will not enter the water

il he can swim. Nor will the day of truth ever arrive. il they who

can add to the stoek of knowledee ¢
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Be the result what it may, it is my duty to sav, that it rests, with

some exceptions

=

oifine it within themselves,

» Ol MY own observations, confirminge those of others.

when not original. Observers may differ; but Nature is always the

fgame. And it was my duty to coufirm my relerences to anthorities, by
H’I}I}E.‘i“: to the greatl source of all A Il“."rl'iT_‘.. 8 }H':'I"'IH'I‘ tliis was POs-
sible. Theuece have I quoted, more in confirmation than for any other
purpose : never trusting, even to names of reputed welght, when the
facts were ':'1"11’-'*1l“i'lf”'_‘-' o those which I had verified, or to jtj!-‘!
analogies, or to the principles of the collateral sciences: assured that
Nature cannot differ from hersell, nor one truth oppose another, These
are the real grounds on which the validity of authorities must be tried :
and hence perhaps have I quoted fewer than might have been expected :
yet, 1 think, enough; sinee an indiscriminate or careless reliance on
them is a most perilous foundation for a work on tlis Science. An
ambitious multiplicity of writers, sectarianisin, and hypothesis, must
ever be the source of bad observations, if not also of graluitous asser-
tions: while an established phraseology zilds all this with the aspect
of knowledge. No system of geology can yet be compiled from the
works of others : though often attempted. Kirwan has revelled in
authorities to prove how much we knew: a later writer has proved,
from the same authorities, that we Lknow nothing. Nor does any one
who even aspires to the name of philosopher, suffer another to I'Cason
for him; as, never vet was any system in philosophy founded on the
eves or the opinions of others.

Geologists have been acused of founding theories upon single and
favoured distriets; yet have I drawn my chiel illustrations from Britain,

It is truc: but there is no resemblauece in the applications: as I can
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