NEEDLEWORK., 0

Till o very late date we have ample record of the esteem 1n
Which this art was held.

In the days of the Commonwealth, Mrs. Walker is deseribed
to have been as well-skilled in needlework “as if she had been
lj”‘“"g;ht- up in a convent.” She kept, however, a
for teaching her daughters.

Evelyn, again, praises the talent of his daughter, Mrs. Draper.

guut.lﬂ woman

“She had,” writes he, “an extraordinary genius for whatever
hand can do with a needle.” "

The gay queen of Charles L, followed by the consorts of the
younger Stuarts, wrought a change in the simple habits of their
1113;;1.*! predecessors, for when Queen Hnr}-‘, in her Duteh simplicity,
-‘;i;‘tt h.}_]r hours ]::m}ttin;,_: iringe, her favourite employment, Bishop
Jurnet, her biographer, adds: “It was a strange thing to see
& queen work so many hours of the day;” and ] L L
tormed a never e
5L~LHG}-".”

From the middle of the
French Revolution, the more
embroidery fell into decadence.
rendered it a less necessary
education : ;

: 1er homely habits
nding subject of ridicule for the wit of Sir Charles

last century, or, rather, from the
artistic style of needlework and

The simplicity of male costume
- adjunct to female or, indeed, male
: : .hn', strange to say, two of the oreatest generals of the
h“;’!ilh] ic, Hoche and Morean, added to their pay IJ;' embroidering
satin waist nilitazy servite.

coats long after they had entered the military service.
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- of the last few years has happily exploded.

.{'1 may look on the art as almost at an end. The sewine-
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e has added to the
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exigences of the distressed needlewoman,
_ ce gam a fair livelihood now fear starva-
: On the other hand, locomotion and cheap travelling have
‘;-'Jﬂf‘-l‘ﬂd the life of our countrywomen so much less t‘:'.tn.v-nt.-b]lmllii?;
tl*-’}’ have little time for the homely (ﬂ_l]l}l{_l}ftl'lﬂll% of their
ancestors, We may verily say, with the prophet Daniel, of the
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tor. it “{;;i tgram, “The Royal Knot- XIV., a contemporary writer states of
L N « 13 1 ¥ 1
g 1e QQueen ; "— Madame de Maintenon that, “a peine
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mit ses lunettes et tira de louvrage qu’elle
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1*“'3 drive with Louis avalt dans son sac.”
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