PREFACE.

THE hterature of metalliferous deposits, 1 the Enghsh
l:lll:::'lI:Lj___;'i', 15 ]a}.' no means mconsiderable, Numerous valuable
f“-ﬁtill-l:éiﬁfltt:_ﬁ' have at different times been ]a11}h|ir~}u-+l either as
separate works or as communications to M'il'IﬂI[J[il"illH]']I:I].'-'-_, but the
only general and systematic treatise on the subject which has
appeared in English 1s a translation of Von Cotta’s Lefire von den

Lirzlagerstétten, by Mr, Frederick Prime, published at New York
m 1870.

Since that date much valuable information upon this subject
||.'1:-€ ]H'I'Ii sun'lllnll];llt-nl. .‘li!'ii ihw ‘lll"l.'L'.-i1il',_:'ilfi.1l]l"3 HE. ]]'.'Hihl'ﬁ-, “:li!!TI'l'n',

HEHHH"'T:_"IW', and others have within the last few vears thrown

i much additional |'l_-__*,ll\‘ oIl the :_'|1'H|':-'.‘l:-a of metalliferous 1]i'|H s1ts.
The ]ll‘i.-:ﬂ-lit WE_JI']{, which includes the results of the most
T illl]'}nl‘t:mi recent hl‘n'i':-%'i‘_;ilﬂfll'lﬁ, 1s divided into two parts. In the
first, ore deposits in general are deseribed and classified, while, in
the Hn'{.'t.rlnl, l_'i'-,';lllllblt'.‘-% are ;:I'i‘u'i_'-tt from the lll'lln'illil] lnillill; I‘l_'I:_iH]l.‘-i.
of the old and the new world. In this portion of the work
many remarkable metalliferous deposits of both ancient and recent
formation are described, while, as a means of formine a standard
of their !.'HIII]J'.'II'ElfiTE‘ 5|Hl1nl'[.'|in't', i;'nl'liuH.r-% statisties of production
are turmshed. Wherever exact information on this Hllhlj*'t'1 has
5 been available, tabulated statistics of the yield of the principal
| ore-producing countries have been supplied. This appears to be
| the only way of accurately expressing the relative importance of
i

different metalliferous regions, and care has been taken to collect

information from trustworthv sources only.
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