W SLUB

Wir filhren Wissen.

PR T =iyl

UPPER MESOLOIC STRAT

CHAPTER XLIV.

GENERAL VIEW OF THE CRETACEOUS SYSTEM.

Mineral Chﬂl"u:ter —That a peculiar ‘..t';n- of mineralocical or lith
logical character belongs to each system is sufficiently evident through

the whole course --1‘ our investication, The gneiss and mica slate of
the Cambrian a ||] S1urian -"'J-'L*'lii-'. tlhie limestones of the Carboniferous
Serles, the coloured marls and Maenesian limestones of the P |:!!':.'L|.-,
the Saliferous and Jurassic systems, all strongly 1mpress upon us the
distinctive physical features of 10} hich ti
different --i:-'||l-111.L]'j.' I""']n-‘“ were Ir:'-=1li'-'--l:. OT ACCUTI :!:1'--1.

‘I'i!I[I l t] LTaACLers :|L-=t|-‘, ‘~‘-.'].--]*. ]'“:'__111 Tl used, are 1n 141y i3|~' LITCES
sufficient to determine the geological relations of even distant regions ;

l r|iu-:-|u=-] with lh»- evidence nt organic remains, they form
a secure ___-"-u"]u work for stratigraphical geology.
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jH* 'n. retacenlls svsiem |..'- el lE1'fiTLiT" i b '!=|I"q.' "[‘ 1}I" i I I'= ‘-‘J:'.-i:
respect to the |i='.5||1-r*|--~;~ of 1ts ]-"r"-"lil"r'--- mineral ineredients, and
Nnot ]. 83 I.“ \racte '=:-- l]] ][1:1}'];1 a ]~_‘-. 1ts oro e I'u".=.|'15'-=_ (halk 'il.-]
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Europe ; and everd on the southern side of the Alps their representa-
tives may be recognised.

R’uwe of the Cretaceous System.—The principal range of tl
Cretaceous rocks is included within the general boundaries of the
l'.thn-;m '||.=4i11, and is not less extensive than the Jurassic system,
though, by the spread of Tertiary rocks above 1t, its course over large
tracts of country is wholly covered or hidden.

The Cretaceous system of Ireland 1s 1 a depression, on the
western pi.].- of what is usually understood by the basin of Europe
It consists of chalk 200 or 300 feet thick, more indurated than the
ordinary Eng l'a]: chalk, but with a similar though less extensive suite
of organic remains, and rests on the Upper Greensand or Cenomanian,
there called mulafto, with the usual characters of that group in
I';M;‘_[l;mlL Lower lias 1s found beneath the Chalk at the Giant's
i_-.‘llll.*i"'i.‘n':'L}'. In Scotland, in addition to the Cretaceous strata of the
Western }[]I.L,:Il]illll_[.‘:,, mlll‘r dubious imdication of the former extent of
the Cretaceous system is afforded by certain flints which rest upon
Primary rocks near Peterhead.

Within the natural modern boundaries of the principal basin of
European Secondary strata, the Cretaceous system is very largely

Greensand are terms understood by all :irl-- ceplorists of northern
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