A AZTEC CIV1LISATION.

thrine, as already noticed, was filled by a succession of able princes, well

ualified to rule over a warlike and ambitious people. The scheme of
election, however defeetive, argues a more refined and calculating policy
than was to have been expected from a barbarous nation.

The new monarch was installed in his regal dignity with much parade
of religious ceremony ; but not until, by a victorious campaign, he had
obtained a suflicient number of captives to grace his triumphal entry
into the capital, and to furnish vietims for the dark and b{und}f rites ‘
which stained the Aztee superstition. Amidst this pomp of human
sacrifice he was crowned. The erown, resembling a mitre in its form,
and curiously ornamented with gold, gems, and feathers, was placed on
his head by the lord of Tezeuco, the most powerful of his royal alliest
The title of Aing, by which the earlier Astec princes are distinguished
by Spanish writers, is supplanted by that of Emperor in the later reigns,
intimating, perhaps, his superiority over the confederated monarchies of
Tlacopan and Tezeuco.

The Aztee princes, especially towards the close of the dynasty, lived in
a barbaric pomp, truly Oriental. Their spacious palaces were provided
with halls for the different councils, who aided the monarch in the
transaction of business. The chief of these was a sort of privy
council, composed in part, probably, of the four electors chosen by the
nobles after the accession, whose places, when made vacant by death,
were immediately supplied as before. It was the business of this body,
so far as can be gathered from the very loose accounts given of it, to :
advise the king, in respect to the governmens of the provinces, the
administration of the revenues, and, indeed, on all great matters of publie
interest.

In the royal buildings were accommodations, also, for a numerous
body-guard of the sovereign, made up of the chief nobility, It is not
easy to determine with preeision, in these barbarian governments, the
limits of the several orders. Ifis certain there was a distinet class of
nobles, with large landed possessions, who held the most important
oflices near the person of the prince, and engrossed the administration
of the provinces and cities. Many of these could trace their descent from
the founders of the Aztec monarchy. According to some writers of
authority, there were thirty great cacigues who had their residence, at
least a part of the year, in the capital, and who could muster a hundred
thousand vassals each on their estates. Without relying on such wild
statements, it is clear, from the testimony of the conquerors, that the \
country was occupied by numerous powertul chieftains, who lived like
independent princes on their domains, If it be true that the kings
encouraged, or indeed exacted, the residence of these mobles in the
capital, and required hostages in their absence, it is evident that their
power must have been very formidable.

Their estates appear to have been held by various tenures, and to have
peen subject to different restrictions. Some of them, earned by their
own good swords or received as the recompense of public services, were =
held without any limitation, except that the possessors could not dispose
of them to a plebeian.* Others were entaﬂeg on the eldest male issue,

® Macehual,—a word equivalent to the French word rofurier. Nor could fiefs origi
be held hv plebeians in France, . ginally
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