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Stances would induce us to give to the floats of water-wheels,
the sails of wind-mills, and the like, the results of the
fhﬁﬂry are sufficiently agreeable to experiment, for render-
Ing this theory of very great use in the construction of
Machines, Its gi'eat defect is in the impulsions on curved
Surfaces, which puts a stop to our improvement of the
Stience of naval architecture, and the working of ships.
- But it is not enough to detect the faults of the theory:
e should try to amend it, or to substitute another. It is
% pity that so much ingenuity should have been thrown
Way in the application of a theory so defective. Mathe-
Maticians were seduced, as has been already observed, by
€ opportunity which it gave for exercising their calculus,
Which was a new thing at the time of publishing this theo-
Y. Newton saw clearly the defects of it, and makes no
Use of any part of it in his subsequent discussions, and
plai“ly has used it merely as an introduction, in order to
EE% Some general notions In a subject quite new, and to
8¥e a demonstration of one leading truth, viz. the propor-
ﬂlity of the impulsions to the squares of the velocities.
While e profess the highest respect for the talents and la-
ho“rﬂ of the great mathematicians who have followed New-
I this most difficult research, we cannot help being
that some of the greatest of them continued to at-
tach themselves to a theory which he neglected, merely
?:m“ﬁe it afforded an uppurtunity of displuy?ng their pro-
und knowledge of the new caleulus, of which they were
wlling to ascribe the discovery to Leibnitz. It has been
a'_g"eﬂt measure owing to this, that we have been so
]::;m disenvering our ignorance of the sub:]cct. Newton
he himself pointed out all the defects of this theory ; and
Set himself to work to discover another which should be
'uﬂl'e conformable to the nature of things, retail?ing only
,dedu“tiﬂns from the other as his great sagacily assur-
ks " would stand the test of experiment. Xven n this
*eeMs to have been mistaken by his followers. e re-
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