MAGNETISM,

R38. Tyr knowledge which the antient naturalists possessed
ofthis subject wasextremely imperfect, and affords the strong-
&5t proof of their ignorance of the true method of philoso-
P_hiSng; for there can hardly be named any object of phy-
Sical research that is more curious in itself, or more likely
to engage attention, than the apparent life and activity of 2
Plece of rude unorganised matter. This had attracted no-
tice in very early times; for Thales attributed the charac-
tenstic phenomenon, the attraction of a piece of iron, to the
agency of a mind or soul residing in the magnet. Philoso-
Phers seem to have been contented with this lazy notice of
2 slight suggestion, unbecoming an ‘inquirer, and rather
Such as might be expected from the most incurious peasant.
.E“’*'“ Anstotle has collected no information that is of any
‘Mportance. We know that the general imperfection of an-
“ient physics has been ascribed to the little importance that
Vas attached to the knewledge of the material world by the
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