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immediately. As soon as we had dined, we
went aloft, and I proceeded to loosen the Jib.
At this time, none of the crew was on deck
except the captain and the cook, the chief mate
being employed in loading some pistols at the
cabin Yable.

““The natives seized this opportunity of
commenecing an attack upon the ship. First,
the chief threw off the mat which he wore as
a cloak, and, brandishing a tomahawk in his
hand, began a war-song, when all the rest
immediately threw off their mats likewise, and,
being entirely naked, began to dance with such
violence that I thought they would have stove
in the ship’s deck.

““The captain, in the meantime, was leaning
against the companion, when one of the natives
went unperceived behind him, and struck him
three or four blows on the head with a toma-
hawk, which instantly killed him. The cook, on
seeing him attacked, ran to his assistance, but

was immediately murdered in the same
manner.,

““1 now sat down on the Jib-boom, with tears
In my eyes, and trembling with terror.

“Here I next saw the chief mate come
running up the companion ladder, but before
he reached the deck he was struck on the back
of the neck in the same manner as the captain
and the cook had been. He fell with the blow,
but did not die immediately.

STAATLICHE
KUNSTSAMMLUNGEN

DPRESDEN



