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40 JOHN RUTHERFORD

Of the persons who sailed with Cook, no one
seems eventually to have retained a doubt as to
the prevalence of cannibalism among these
savages. Mr. Burney, who had been long scep-
tical, was at last convinced of the fact, by what
he observed when he went to look after the crew
of the ‘“ Adventure’s’’ boat who had been killed
in Grass Cove; and both the elder and the
younger Forster, who accompanied Cook on his
second voyage, express their participation in
the general belief. John Ledyard, who was
afterwards distinguished as an adventurous
African traveller, but who sailed with Cook in
the capacity of a corporal of marines, bears
testimony to the same fact.

It thus appears that the testimony of those
who have actually visited New Zealand, in so
far as it has been recorded, is unanimous upon
this head.

To the authorities that have been already
adduced, may be now added that of Rutherford,
whose evidence, both in the extract from his
journal that has been already given, and in other
passages to which we shall afterwards have
occasion to refer, 18 in perfect accordance with
the statements of all preceding reporters
entitled to speak upon the subject. The facts
that have been quoted would seem to show that
the eating of human flesh among this people is
not merely an occasional excess, prompted only
by the phrenzy of revenge, but that it is actually
resorted to as a gratification of appetite, as well
as of passion.
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