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who retained this custom after it had fallen into
decay among their southern brethren, who were
in reality of the same race with themselves,
under the ascendancy of the arts and manners
of their Roman conquerors.

The Britons, according to Casar, painted
their skins to make themselves objects of
greater terror to their enemies; but it is not
unlikely that the real object of these decorations
was with them, as it appears to have been among
the other barbarous nations of antiquity, to
denote certain ranks of nobility or chieftain-
ship; and thus to serve, in fact, nearly the same
purpose with our modern coats of arms.

Pliny states that the dye with which the
Britons stained themselves was that of a herb
called glastum, which is understood to be the
same with plantain. They introduced the juice
of this herb into punctures previously made in
the skin, so as to form permanent delineations
of various animals, and other objects, on
different parts of the body. The operation,
which seems to have been performed by regular
artists, is said to have been commonly under-
gone in boyhood; and a stoical endurance of
the pain which it inflicted was considered one
of the best proofs the sufferer could give of his
resolution and manliness.

Among the Indians of America, some races
are much more tattooed than others, and some
scarcely at all. It it stated that, among the
Iroquois only, a few of the women are in the
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