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habit of tracing a single row of this sort of
embroidery along the jaw; and that merely with
the intent of curing or preventing toothache, an
effect which they conceive is produced by the
punctures destroying certain nerves. It appears
to be the general practice in America, first to
finish the cutting, or graving of the lines, and
afterwards to introduce the colouring, which
1s commonly made of pulverised charcoal. This
last part of the operation occasions by far the
greatest pain. Among the native tribes of
Southern Africa, the fashion is merely to raise
the epidermis by a slight pricking, which is
described as affording rather a pleasurable
excitement.

At the Society Isles these marks, according
to Cook, were so general, that hardly anybody
was to be seen without them. Persons of both
sexes were commonly tattooed about the age of
twelve or fourteen; and the decorations, which
Cook imagined to vary according to the fancy,
or perhaps, which is more likely, the rank of
the individual, were liberally bestowed upon
every part of the body, with the exeception,
however, of the face, which was generally left
unmarked. They consisted not only of squares,
circles, and other such figures, but frequently
also of rude delineations of men, birds, dogs, and
other animals. Banks saw the operation
performed on a girl of about thirteen years of
age, who was held down all the while by several
women, and both struggled hard and made no
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