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depositions of moisture from the clouds that
are attracted by the mountans, so that 1ts hue,
even in the heat of midsummer, is peculiarly
vivid and lustrous.

Much of the land, both in the valleys and on
the brows of the hills, is covered by groves of
majestic pine, which are nearly impervious,
from the thick underwood that has rushed up
everywhere in the spaces between the trees;
and where there is no wood, the prevailing plant
is a fern, which rises generally to the height of
six or seven feet.

Along the skirts of the woodlands flow
numerous rivers, which intersect the country
in all directions, and several of which are
navigable for miles up by ships of considerable
burthen. Various lines of ecommunication are
in this way established between the opposite
coasts of the northern island ; while some of the
minor streams, that rush down to the sea
through the more precipitous ravines, are
interrupted in their course by magnificent
cataracts, which give additional effect to the
other features of sublimity and romantic beauty
by which the country is so distinguished. Many
of the rocks on the coast are perforated, a
circumstance which proceeds from their
formation.

The quality of the soil of this country may
be best estimated from the profuse vegetation
with which the greater part of it is clothed, and
the extraordinary vigour which characterizes
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