W SLUB

Wir fllhren Wissen.

JOHN RUTHERFORD 105

the growth of most of its productions. The
botany of New Zealand has as yet been very
imperfectly investigated, a very small portion
of the native plants having been either
classified or enumerated. From the partial
researches, however, that have been made by
the scientific gentlemen attached to Cook’s
expeditions, and subsequent visitors, there can
be no doubt that the country is rich both 1n
new and valuable herbs, plants, and trees as
well as admirably adapted for the cultivation
of many of the most useful among the vegetable
possessions of other parts of the world.
Rutherford, we have seen, mentions the
existence of cultivated land in the neighbour-
hood of the village to which he was last
conveyed. The New Zealanders had made
considerable advances in agriculture even
before Cook visited the country; and that
navigator mentions particularly, in the narra-
tive of his first voyage, the numerous patches
of ground which he observed all along the east
coast in a state of cultivation. Speaking of
the very neighbourhood of the place at which
the crew of the ‘‘ Agnes’’ were made prisoners,
he says:—‘Banks saw some of their plan-
tations, where the ground was as well broken
down and tilled as even in the gardens of the
most curious people among us. In these spots
were sweet potatoes, coccos or eddas, which are
well known and much esteemed both in the HKast
and West Indies, and some gourds. The sweet
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