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considered as a mere ornament to the country,
all who have seen them speak in terms of the
highest admiration. Anderson, the surgeon
whom Cook took with him on board the
‘‘Resolution’’ in his third voyage, deseribes
them as ‘‘flourishing with a vigour almost
superior to anything that imagination can
conceive, and affording an august prospect to
those who are delighted with the grand and
beautiful works of Nature.”’

““It 1s 1impossible,”” says Nicholas, ‘‘to
imagine, in the wildest and most picturesque
walks of Nature, a sight more sublime and
majestic, or which ean more forecibly challenge
the admiration of the traveller, than a New
Zealand forest.”’

And indeed, when we are told that the trees
rise generally to the height of from eighty to
a hundred feet, straight as a mast and without
a branch, and are then erowned with tops of
such umbrageous foliage that the rays of the
sun, in endeavouring to pilerce through them,
can hardly make more than a dim twilight in
the lonely recesses below, so that herbage can-
not grow there, and the rank soil produces
nothing but a thick spread of climbing and
intertwisted underwood, we may conceive how
imposing must be the gloomy grandeur of these
gigantic and impenetrable groves.

In the woods in the neighbourhood of Poverty
Bay, Cook says he found trees of above twenty
different sorts, altogether unknown to anybody
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