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““with what dexterity and quickness she handled
the threads, and how well executed was her
performance.”” He was assured that another |
mat which he saw, and which was woven with |
elaborate ingenuity and elegance, could not have |
been manufactured in less time than between |
two and three years. '

Valuable, however, as is the phormium for i
the purposes to which alone it is applied in New | l

Zealand, it would appear that the attempts
which have been made to fabricate from it what
18 properly called cloth have not hitherto been '
attended with a favourable result. Some years 11
480, a quantity of hemp that had been
manufactured from the plant at Sydney, 11
Was sent to be woven at Knaresborough; but 1
“‘the trial,”’ it is stated, ‘“did not succeed to the {1
full satisfaction of the parties.”’

We have been favoured with a communication
upon this subject by a gentleman who has given |
much attention to it, which seems to explain, l
1l a very satisfactory manner, the true reason l
of the failure that has been here experienced. r
:‘A friend of mine,’”’ says our correspondent,
‘a few years ago imported a quantity of the
Phormium, in the expectation that it would
answer admirably for making cloth even of the
finest fabric. But in this he was altogether
filﬂ_ﬂppointed. Although it is infinitely stronger
M 1ts raw state than any other flax or hemp,
yet when boiled with potash it becomes so
€xceedingly weak as not to bear the operation
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