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manner of the natives, in catching birds with
a noosed string, and that he has thus caught
thousands of ground parrots with a line about
fifty feet long. The most remarkable bird is
one to which Cook’s people gave the name of
the mocking-bird, from the extraordinary
variety of its notes.* There is also another
which was called by the English the poe, or
pol1 bird, from a little tuft of white curled
feathers which it has under its throat, and
which seemed to them to resemble certain white
flowers worn as ornaments in the ears by the
people of Otaheite, and known there by a similar
name. This bird is also remarkable both for
the beauty of its plumage and the sweetness
of its note. Its power of song is the more
remarkable as it belongs to the class of birds
which feed on honey, whose notes are generally
not melodious.+

The enchanting musie of the woods of New
Zealand 1s dwelt upon with rapture by all who
have had an opportunity of listening to it.
Describing one of the first days he spent in
Queen Charlotte Sound, Cook says:—*‘‘The ship
lay at the distance of somewhat less than a
quarter of a mile from the shore, and in the
morning we were awakened by the singing of
the birds. The number was incredible, and they
seemed to strain their throats in emulation of
each other. This wild melody was infinitely

*This is the bell-bird (Anthornis melanura).
tThe tui, or parson bird (Prosthemaders novm zealandim, )
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