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Wir fllhren Wissen.

124 JOHN RUTHERFORD

distant from ours, and my comrade and I were
left at home, with nobody but a few slaves, and
the chief’s mother, an old woman, who was sick,
and attended by a physician. A physician in
this country remains with his patients con-
stantly both day and night, never leaving them
till they either recover or die, in which latter
case he is brought before a court of inquiry,
composed of all the chiefs for many miles round.

““During the absence of the family at the
feast, my comrade chanced to lend his knife to
a slave for him to cut some rushes with, in order
to repair a house; and when this was done he
received it back again. Soon after he and I
killed a pig, from which we cut a portion into
small pieces, and put them into our iron pot,
along with some potatoes which we had also
peeled with our knives. When the potatoes were
cooked, the old woman who was sick desired us
to give her some, which we did in the presence
of the doctor, and she ate them. Next morning
she died, when the chief and the rest of his
family immediately returned home.

““The corpse was first removed to an unoceu-
pied piece of ground in the centre of the village,
and there placed with a mat under it, in a sitting
position against a post, being covered with
another mat up to the chin. The head and face
were anointed with shark oil, and a piece of
green flax was also tied round the head, in which
were stuck several white feathers, the sort of
feathers which are here preferred to any other.
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