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was also my other wife, Epecka, who had
accompanied me.’’

The person whom Rutherford here calls
Bomurry is doubtless the chief described in
most of the other recent accounts of New
Zealand wunder the name of Pomaree, or
Pomarree®*, one of the most extraordinary
characters in that country. He had taken this
name instead of another by which he used to
be called, Nicholas informs us, a short time
before he first saw him in 1815, because he had
heard that it was that of the king of Otaheite,
according to the practice which prevails among
his countrymen of frequently changing their
names, and calling themselves after persons of
whose power or rank they have conceived a high
1dea.

Pomaree is described by this gentleman as
having been looked upon, even in his own
country, as a monster of rapacity and cruelty,
always involved in quarrels with his neighbours,
and in the habit of stealing their property when-
ever he had an opportunity. Duaterra asserted
that on a recent occasion he had made an incur-
sion infto his territory, and, without any
provocation, murdered six of his people, the
bodies of all of whom he afterwards devoured,
not even their heads having escaped his glut-
tony, after he had stuck them upon a stick and
roasted them at the fire.

The New Zealand chiefs, however, not
excepting the most respectable among them,

*Pomare.
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