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Cruise says that the heads are only exposed
to a current of dry air; but it appears, from
Rutherford’s account, that they are hung in the
Smoke of a wood fire, and are thus, in fact, pre-
Served from decaying principally by being
impregnated with the pyroligneous acid. That
the New Zealanders are well acquainted with
the antiseptic powers of this extract is proved
also by what was formerly stated as to their
method of curing mussels. A French writer con-
siders that this art of preserving heads is a
proof of some original connection between the
New Zealanders and the ancient world; as the
process 1s as effective as that by which the
Egyptians prepared their mummies.

savage countries the spirit of war is very
much a spirit of personal hostility; and both
because of this, and from the state of society
not admitting of the erection of expensive public
memorials which elsewhere, or in another age,
are employed to preserve the renown of military
exploits, the barbarian victor generally cele-
brates his triumph on the body of his slain
énemy, in disfiguring which he first exercises his
Ingenuity, and afterwards in converting it into
4 permanent trophy of his prowess.

The ancient Seythian warrior, Herodotus
tells us, was wont to carry away the heads of all
those whom he slew in battle, to present to his
king; and the ancient Grauls, it 1s said, used to
hang these bloody spoils around the necks of
their horses. The Gauls are asserted also to
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