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have been in the practice of embalming the
heads which they brought home from their
wars, of which they had large collections, which
they kept in chests. These they used to show
with much exultation to the strangers who
visited their country ; boasting that neither they
nor their ancestors had ever been known to dis-
pose of such honourable heirlooms for any price
that could be offered.

Among some races it has been the custom to
preserve only the scalp; as, for instance, among
the Indians of America. The taking of secalps,
however, is also a practice of great antiquity.
The Scythians used to hang the scalps of their
enemies to the harness of their horses; and he
was deemed the most distinguished warrior
whose equipage was most plentifully decorated
with these ornaments. Some were accustomed
to sew numbers of scalps together, so as to form
a cloak, in which they arrayed themselves. 1t
was also usual for the warriors of this nation
to tear off the skin from the right hands of
their slain enemies, and to preserve it with the
nails attached; and sometimes they flayed the
whole body, and, after drying the skin, made use
of it as a covering for their horses.

Some of the savage tribes of America are said
to have been accustomed to practice the same
barbarity, and to convert the skins of the hands
into pouches for holding their tobacco.

The history of Scotland affords an instance,
even in comparatively recent times, of a
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