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song, and seem as full of apprehension as of
devotion; whereas ‘‘when paying their adora-
tion to the rising sun, the arms are spread and
the head bowed, with the appearance of much
joy in their countenances, accompanied with a
degree of elegant and reverential solemnity, and
the song used upon the occasion is cheerful.”’
It is strange that none of their other visitors
have remarked the existence of this species of
idolatry among these savages.

Yet two New Zealanders, who are now in this
country, were in the habit of commencing the
exhibition of their national customs with the
ceremonies practised in their morning devotion
to the sun.

The vocal part of the rite, according to the
account we have received, consisted in a low
monotonous chant; the manual, in keeping a
ball about the size of an orange constantly
whirling in a vertical circle. The whole was
performed in a kneeling posture. Like most
other rude nations, the New Zealanders have
certain fancies with regard to several of the
more remarkable constellations; and are not
without some conception that the issues of
human affairs are occasionally influenced, or at
least indicated, by the movements of the stars.
The Pleiades, for instance, they believe to be
seven of their departed countrymen, fixed in the
firmament; one eye of each of them appearing
In the shape of a star, being the only part that
18 visible. But it is a common superstition
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