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remarks, the very method which was presecribed
for rekindling the vestal fire at Rome, when it
was accidentally extinguished. This writer
describes it as in use also among several tribes
of the Indians of South Ameriea. Among them,
however, it is somewhat more artificially
managed than it appears to be among the New
Zealanders, inasmuch as their practice is first
to make a hole in the wood with the tooth of the
acouti, and then to insert in this an instrument
resembling a wimble, by the rapid revolution of
which the wood is set on fire.

The Baron Alexander de Humboldt gives a
similar account of the manner in which the
Operation appears to have been performed
among the ancient Mexicans, who adopted this
method of rekindling their fires, on their general

extinetion at the end of every cycle of fifty-two
years.

In a letter which Humboldt has printed at the
conclusion of his work, from M. Visconti, it is
remarked that we find mention made of this con-
trivance both in Homer’s ““Hymn to Mercury,”’
and in the ‘‘Argonautics’’ of Apollonius
Rhodius. The scholiast of the latter gives a
description of the process, which exactly
answers to the Mexican delineation.

"‘On the opposite side of the river,”” Ruther-
ford proceeds, ‘‘which was about half a mile
Wide, and not more than four feet deep in any
Part, about four hundred of the enemy were
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