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outskirts of the encampment. This was the only
act of theft which I ever saw punished in New
Zealand.

¢“ Although Shungie has been two years
among Furopeans, I still consider him to be
one of the most ferocious cannibals in his
native country. He protects the missionaries
who live on his ground entirely for the sake
of what he can get from them.

T now returned to my own party. KEarly the
next morning the enemy retreated to a distance
of about two miles from the river; upon
observing which our party immediately threw
off their mats, and got under arms. The two
parties had altogether about two thousand
muskets among them, chiefly purchased from
the English and American South Sea ships
which touch at the island. We now crossed the
river; and, having arrived on the opposite side,
I took my station on a rising ground, about a
quarter of a mile distant from where our party
halted, so that I had a full view of the
engagement.

‘T was not myself required to fight, but I
loaded my double-barrelled gun, and, thus
armed, remained at my post, my wife and the
two slave girls having seated themselves at my
feet.

¢‘The commander-in-chief of each party now
stepped forward a few yards, and, placing him-
self in front of his troops, commenced the war-
song. When this was ended both parties danced
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