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throw them away as soon as they have got fairly
engaged, much as some of our own Highland
regiments are said formerly to have been in the
habit of doing.

Cruise, in like manner, states that they use
their firelocks very awkwardly, lose an immense
deal of time in looking for a rest and taking
aim, and after all, seldom hit their object, unless
close to it.

Muskets, however, are by far more prized
and coveted by the New Zealander than any of
the other commodities to which his intercourse
with the ecivilized world has given him access.
The ships that touch at the country always find
it the readiest way of obtaining the supplies
they want from the natives, to purchase them
with arms or ammunition ; and the missionaries,
who have declined to traffic in these articles,
have often scarcely been able to procure a single
pig by the most tempting price they could offer
in another shape. Although the arms which
they have obtained in this way have generally
been of the most trashy description, they have
been sufficient to secure to the tribes that have
been most plentifully provided with them a
decided superiority over the rest; and the conse-
quence has been that the people of the Bay of
Islands, who have hitherto had most intercourse
with European ships, have been of late years
the terror of the whole country, and while they
themselves have remained uninvaded, have
repeatedly carried devastation into its remotest
districts.
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